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CHRONICLE 

ANNIVERSARY REQUIEM FOR CARDINAL GIBBONS. 

The anniversary of the death of Cardinal Gibbons, Chancellor of the 
Catholic University of America, was fittingly commemorated by the 
Faculty and student body of the University on Friday, March 24. A solemn 
Requiem was sung by the Right Rev. Rector, and the sermon delivered by 
the Very Rev. Dr. Healy, Dean of the Department of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, was a splendid tribute to the memory of the venerable prelate in 
whose affections the University held such a large place. 

"You shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you and 
you shall be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and even to 
the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts. 1:8). 

These words of our Divine Lord, addressed to His disciples at the very 
moment of His Ascension, just as He was taken up into Heaven in their 
sight, express the essential purpose of the mission to which He had called 
them; they contain the prime characteristics to be found in the Apostles 
and in their successors, the bishops of the Catholic Church. They are to be 
witnesses unto Christ, witnesses in life and in word and in deed. They 
are to show virtue in their lives, wisdom in their words, and in their 
deeds zeal for the Kingdom of God and for the salvation of souls. The 
triumph of the Church in all lands and in all times is proof that the 
Apostles have been true to this mission. Error has been dissipated, life 
has been purified, the sacred interests of the family have been safe- 
guarded, society has been stabilized and the earth has been renewed and 
refreshed in ine Christian civilization of which the Church is the founder 
and the guardian. Fofever through history runs the golden thread of the 
episcopate ruled and directed by the successor of Christ in the See of 
Peter. Forever do we find the names of men like Cyprian and Ambrose 
and Augustine and Peter Damian and Charles Borromeo and Francis de 
Sales and Ketteler and Carroll and Hughes and Gibbons bearing witness 
to Christ and carrying the truths of the Gospel to the uttermost part of 
the earth. 

Like the Apostles and like most of their successors in the Episcopate 
of the Church, the man in whose memory we are assembled today, James 
Cardinal Gibbons, came from a lowly station in life.. He was the child of 
immigrant parents, he had none of the worldly advantages that go with 
high station or great wealth, but all that he was and all that he had, he 
gave fully and unreservedly to the service of God. He was successively 
curate, parish priest, Vicar-Apostolic in North Carolina, Bishop of Rich- 
mond, and for forty four of his sixty years in the priesthood he presided 
as Archbishop over the destinies of the great Archdiocese of Baltimore. 

His long life and his active career as priest, bishop and archbishop 
coincided with the rise of the Catholic Church in the United States from 
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a condition of persecution and proscription to one of power and national 
influence. He saw the country of his birth expand from a condition of 
comparative insignificance to a place as the leading state of the world. 
The times through which he lived were critical times for religion and 
society. They were times which demanded strong men and prudent men, 
men gifted with the power of control and leadership. If the Church 
overcame the opposition and the dangers with which it was confronted, 
it was because strong men were found in the Episcopate, men strong 
enough and prudent enough to meet the emergency. And if the state sur- 
vived the conflicts which were forced on it, if it did not succumb to social 
revolution or civil war or to the attacks of external foes, its triumph was 
due to the wisdom, the fortitude and the patriotism of the men who guided 
its destinies in those times of trial. The best testimony to the worth of 
Cardinal Gibbons as a priest, as a bishop and as a citizen is that during 
all those years of stress and trial he was the trusted leader, the wise 
counsellor, the prudeiiv guide of the leaders both in Church and State. 

Cardinal Gibbons touched life at many points. He worked intensely 
at all the tasks which fell to his lot. His life extended over a great span 
of years. Great and sweeping changes occurred in these years, yet he 
was never out of touch with what was new, and always optimistic for the 
future of the State and the Church. He had a sure and abiding confi- 
dence in the character of American political institutions; he had a pro- 
found regard for the wisdom of the men who framed the Constitution of 
the United States, and he trusted to it to lead men to the full and sure 
enjoyment of the largest measure of civil and political liberty. He be- 
lieved that in the teaching of the Catholic Church alone could they find 
the principles which would guide them to the wise exercise and the full 
enjoyment of that liberty. He was not embittered by the fact that the 
early years of his life coincided with that sad period in our history when 
misguided and fanatical agitators tried to arouse the entire nation to a 
belief that Catholicism was inimical to liberty and when those disturbers 
of the public peace so worked on the fears of the ignorant and the timor- 
ous that mobs stormed the churches and wrecked the convents. He had 
occasion to know the maleficent designs that lay behind the Know-Nothing 
movement, and the evil purposes which inspired its leaders, but he did not 
lose faith. He saw this un-American movement swallowed up in the 
great civil war which threatened the integrity and the existence of the 
Union, and as a young priest in the city of Baltimore he was a daily wit- 
ness of the havoc and destruction which follow in the wake of battle and 
bloodshed. When the dark clouds of war had passed he lived through 
the evil days of Reconstruction in the South. But he lived to see the 
Union saved, he mourned beside the bier of the man who saved it, and he 
saw the Church grow and expand to the position which it now holds, a 
position which makes it immune to the attacks of the factionist, the re- 
actionary and the agitator. 

To speak of the life of Cardinal Gibbons since the Civil War is to 
speak of every great event in the progress and the triumph of the 
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Catholic Church in the United States. He took an active part in one great 
Plenary Council of the Church and he presided over the deliberations of 
another. He had the extraordinary privilege of being called to the solemn 
assembly of the Bishops of the Ecumenical Church at the Council of the 
Vatican. He was the youngest prelate and the last survivor of that his- 
toric gathering. He was the trusted friend of four of the successors of 
St. Peter, and all four took occasion to testify to his unswerving loyalty, 
his boundless devotion to the Holy See. When the principles of a new 
social order derived from the teachings of Marx and Engels were spread- 
ing throughout the world, and when it was charged that the legitimate 
aspirations of labor to combine for protection in order to escape social 
and economic servitude, were dominated by the subversive principles of 
Socialism, Cardinal Gibbons showed himself the uncompromising champion 
of right and justice. His defence of the Knights of Labor will long be 
referred to as a cogent exposition of the attitude of the Church on social 
matters, and an unanswerable vindication of the Church as the friend of 
the poor and the oppressed. Time after time he raised his voice as the 
defender of the sanctity of the home and the inviolability of the marriage 
bond. He was unsparing in his condemnation of divorce, and of those 
who palliated its evils, and with constant insistence he pointed to it as a 
deadly menace to society and the permanence of the State. He had no sym- 
pathy for the rigorous Puritanism and Sabbatarianism which would shut 
out the workers from legitimate and simple amusements on their only day 
of rest. He had no patience with the plans and pretensions of those social 
reformers who sought to place women in a position of political equality 
with men. He taught them that the place of the woman is the home, and 
with old-fashioned chivalry he tried to shield women from the rough con- 
tacts which active participation in political struggles necessarily implies. 
He was a staunch defender of individual liberty and was thoroughly con- 
vinced that there are other roads to moral reforms than through civil 
statute and political enactment. 

To Cardinal Gibbons man's life on earth was always a novitiate for 
eternity. Hence his profound interest in Catholic education. To him no 
education was complete which did not rest on the fundamental principles 
of Catholic psychology, and which did not impart the life-giving principles 
of the Catholic religion. In union with his colleagues in the Hierarchy he 
strove to provide schools, colleges and institutions of higher learning 
which would so mould and form Catholic youth, that they might face with 
confidence the trials and dangers of a society and a civilization which are 
Catholic neither in tone nor spirit. In the face of mighty obstacles and 
though confronted with other pressing needs, the bishops of the Church 
set before themselves the huge task of securing for Catholic children that 
equipment of saecular and religious education which would enable them 
to fill a useful and a successful place in the world, which would keep them 
in the fold of the Church and worthy of the grraces which the Church dis- 
penses through the medium of her sacraments. This Catholic University 
is the centre and the capstone of the system of schools which Catholic 
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faith and piety under episcopal supervision have brought into being, this 
University, with its charter from the Supreme Pontiff himself, represents 
the earnest effort of American faith to establish an institution from which 
the enduring spirit of Catholic belief and practice will flow through and 
strengthen all the others. Of the many great works with which the name 
of Cardinal Gibbons is linked there is none which held a larger place in 
his affections than this, none with which he was more intimately con- 
nected, none to which he looked for such large and enduring results as 
from this. 

The activities of Cardinal Gibbons were many and varied. He was a 
missionary, a teacher, a preacher, a lecturer and an author. But in all 
that he did he revealed himself in the same character. He was a wit- 
ness unto Christ. His only concern was to carry home to the minds of his 
hearers or his readers the truths of Catholicism. He never strove for the 
petty pleasure of victory over an adversary, nor for the truimph of put- 
ting an enemy to shame. Few writers have had a wider circle of readers 
than he. Every word of his was noted in the daily prints; his works are 
in thousands of homes and in the hands of hundreds of thousands of read- 
ers. His style, easy, unadorned and simple was the reflection of his life. 
He was affable, unaffected and approachable, but always formal and always 
dignified. No one could ever mistake him for anything but what he was, a 
priest who by the unanimous voice of the Hierarchy at the Second Council 
of Baltimore was worthy to be raised to the episcopate, a prelate who in the 
judgment of the Vicar of Christ was worthy of a place in the Sacred Col- 
lege of Cardinals. 

His name will long be held in veneration in the United States. His 
memory will be linked with that period of marvellous expansion in the 
history of the Church which saw dioceses doubled and parishes multiplied 
beyond number, and which saw the faith and the devotion of the Catholic 
people deepen and intensify until they stand forth as models for the emu- 
lation of the entire world. If he did not have the towering theological 
genius of a St. Augustine or a St. Thomas or a Suarez, he was neverthe- 
less a prudent and persuasive interpreter of Catholic faith and doctrine 
at a time when social forms were undergoing a silent but profound re- 
volution and when political power was passing from the keeping of the 
old rulers into the inexperienced hands of the populace. If he did not 
shake the world of autocracy as Ambrose did, nor uproot the forces of 
corruption with the burning and consuming zeal of a Hildebrand, he 
could, nevertheless, when occasion demanded be an unflinching champion 
of the rights of the poor and the lowly. What he strove for and what he 
preached he lived, and far beyond the record of his words and his deeds, 
is the unrecorded influence which he exercised on all who came into his 
presence. 

If the Catholic people of our country take pride in the fact that their 
civil rights are not abridged, that they are comparatively free from pro- 
scription and discrimination because of their religion, they should not for- 
get how largely instrumental Cardinal Gibbons was in making Catholicism 
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better known and bow largely he contributed to breaking down anti- 
Catholic animosity and bigotry. If Catholic priests are everjrwhere treated 
with respect and deference and even veneration, they should remember 
that much of the respect in which their sacred calling is held by non- 
Catholics as well as Catholics is due to the esteem which was aroused by 
the priestly lives of men like Cardinal Gibbons. People as well as priests, 
but we especially of this University which he loved so much, should never 
fail to remember him in our prayers to God, to supplicate for him the 
Divine Mercy, to send up our petitions that his life of faith on earth may 
be crowned with an eternity of happiness in Heaven. 



THE RECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY. 

Great was the rejoicing at the University, on April 11, when it was 
officially announced that the beloved Rector who for twelve years had 
guided the destinies of the institution, had been re-appointed for a third 
term of office by the Holy See. He now begins his thirty-second year as 
professor and thirteenth as Rector of the Catholic University, which, under 
his splendid management has greatly expanded its physical proportions 
and its influence in the world of education. 

Some of the largest and most substantial additions to the University 
buildings have been made since Bishop Shahan's first appointment as Rec- 
tor in 1909. These include Gibbons' Hall, Graduate Hall, the Martin 
Maloney Laboratory, and the gymnasium which cost $300,000. All of them 
are fine specimens of architecture and notable for their enlargement of the 
material and cultural resources of the university. The development of the 
central heating plant of the University also was accomplished under Bishop 
Shahan's regime. 

The National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, designed to be a 
great temple to the Blessed Mother of God, patroness of the United States, 
is also to be credited to Bishop Shahan's initiative. This Shrine, when 
completed, will be one of the six largest Catholic churches of the world 
and a magnificent contribution to the architectural beauties of the Na- 
tional Capital. 

In bringing the Blessed Mother's Shrine to the notice of the Catholics 
of this country. Bishop Shahan has caused to be published the Salve Be- 
gina, of which some eight million copies have thus far been issued. 

There are now fifteen religious orders affiliated with the University and 
represented by fine buildings surrounding the main group. These prop- 
erties and those of the university, with endowments, constitute an invest- 
ment of upwards of $11,000,000 for Catholic higher education at the Na- 
tional Capital. The University has been a powerful influence in spreading 
Catholic education throughout America and in furthering organized 
charities. 

His Lordship the Rector was bom in Manchester, N. H., September 11, 
1857. His early education was obtained in the public schools of Milbury, 
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Mass. Subsequently he attended Montreal College, the American College 
at Borne, the Roman Seminary, the University of Berlin and the New Sor- 
bonne, Paris. He received the degree, S. T. D., from Propaganda Univer- 
sity, Rome, in 1882, and the degree J. U. L. from the Roman Seminary in 
1889. 

From 1882 until 1888, Father Shahan was engaged in parochial work 
in the Hartford diocese. He was appointed to the faculty of the Catholic 
University in 1891 as professor of church history and patrology. He served 
as lecturer on Roman law from 1896 until 1904. He has been associate 
editor of the Catholic Encyclopedia since 1904. 

In 1909, the same year in which he was appointed Rector of the Uni- 
versity, Bishop Shahan was made a domestic prelate. He became titular 
Bishop of Germanicopolis in 1914, and was reappointed Rector in 1915. 



